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Special University-wide Questions for Fall 2020

Due to the challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic, three additional questions were added to the Fall 2020 survey. 

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

Given the content and level of the course, the course workload
was manageable.

0 4 8 20 20 53 4.08 3.95 3.99 4.13

The course site used for this course, whether in Canvas, Sakai,
or Blackboard, was well organized.

5 5 7 18 19 54 3.76 4.07 4.06 4.33

The instructions given for assignments, exams, quizzes, and
other course activities were clear and easy to understand.

2 8 10 19 14 53 3.66 3.80 3.82 4.07

University-wide Instructor Questions

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz was prepared for class and
presented the material in an organized manner.

0 4 8 20 22 54 4.11 4.28 4.22 4.43

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz responded effectively to student
comments and questions.

0 1 4 17 29 52 4.45 4.21 4.18 4.38

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz generated interest in the course
material.

0 5 10 14 24 53 4.08 4.13 4.08 4.36

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz had a positive attitude toward
assisting all students in understanding course material.

0 0 5 15 34 54 4.54 4.45 4.36 4.54

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz assigned grades fairly. 0 0 4 19 31 54 4.50 4.38 4.31 4.41

The instructional methods of Debra Borie-Holtz encouraged
student learning.

0 4 8 18 23 53 4.13 4.17 4.11 4.35

Teaching Effectiveness

Weight of responses: 1=P (Poor), 2=F (Fair), 3=A (Average), 4=G (Good), 5=E (Excellent), Resp=Number of Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

P F A G E Resp Section Course Level Dept

I rate the teaching effectiveness of the instructor Debra Borie-Holtz
as:

0 4 10 13 27 54 4.17 4.10 4.04 4.28

University-wide Course Questions

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

I learned a great deal in this course. 0 6 7 25 15 53 3.92 3.94 3.91 4.10

I had a strong prior interest in the subject matter and wanted to
take this course.

3 17 16 10 8 54 3.06 3.06 3.11 3.50
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Course Quality

Weight of responses: 1=P (Poor), 2=F (Fair), 3=A (Average), 4=G (Good), 5=E (Excellent), Resp=Number of Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

P F A G E Resp Section Course Level Dept

I rate the overall quality of the course as: 2 6 8 23 14 53 3.77 3.83 3.82 4.09
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What do you like best about this course?

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

extra credit opportunities

I liked the assignments and group work. It was like a puzzle and we had to put it together, if that makes sense.

I liked how I learned how to use SPSS and really became familiar with it by the end of the semester.

I enjoyed being able to post questions in a forum for other fellow students to see.

The rapid response from the professor. She was very willing to help and explain the material.

I liked being able to learn how to use new software.

I liked how organized the content was. There were also instructional videos that helped with labs.

The instructional videos were really helpful in learning exactly what needed to be done. Especially with using SPSS software.

The pirate excel exercise.

This course was very manageable in terms of time and assignments issued. This course paired well with my other classes and
did not hinder my time in other classes at all.

The way the material was presented.

I liked the easy access to office hours and help. The professor and TA were tremendous.

I like how we do the final paper throughout the semester and add on it more after every module to get to the final paper.

I liked how we did statistics hands on.

–Learning content that is so useful on a tangible level, especially SPSS
–Emphasis on policy structures and critical thinking when working with quantitative information
–Learning about understanding the bigger picture using critical small etails

learning SPSS is a great new skill

Interactivity between groupmates and coming up with solutions with group. It was nice to have the professor and TA be around a lot
if we had questions or problems

I liked how we worked in groups from the beginning and was lucky enough to collaborate so well with these members!

The amount of knowledge it offered.

The TA was very helpful

I liked the weekly quizzes and assignments that were both manageable but resource heavy. It encouraged learning the actual
material by utilizing given resources but not overloading.

I liked the power point presentations and being able to work in groups. I got to interact with students despite not being on campus

How helpful my professor and TA were! I also really liked how they posted videos to show what to do step by step.

The professor and TA were nice, and helpful.

The individual work

I liked how the course team was keen to cater to students needs and requests. I thought that the professor and Alexa did the most
that they absolutely could given the current situation. Specifically, educational videos that went"step by step" made using
"extraterrestrial" software such as SPSS much easier to comes to terms with. I also noticed that the course team honored several
students requests for extensions. I appreciate these small but considerable and conscientious ways to make the online learning
experience easier to handle.

alot

The skills that it provided, SPSS and analysis. Really teaches you how to analyze statistics.

Working with others in a group

The way of teaching

I liked how this class was manageable and not too overwhelming, especially given the current pandemic.

If you were teaching this course, what would you do differently?

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

fewer group grades and more individual–based grading
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Comments

Accessing SPSS was annoying a bit, not sure if you could make it available to download directly for students.

I would organize the videos and resources so that its a little more easier to find rather than clicking every lecture and trying to find it
that way.

I would make sure that instructions were in sync with the what the TA and the professor would announce.

Giving the circumstances of the world right now, this course should have been a little different. The work load was pretty big and
working with groups doesn't work during a global pandemic

I would require a mandatory introductory meeting with the group and the TA to get to know your group before starting the projects
and answering any questions.

Fewer group assignments. With it now virtual I find it hard to work with a group because not everyone can meet at the same time.
Especially being an essential worker it was easier doing the assignments on my own time.

the canvas needs to be more organized and the assignments need to be more clear. i was very confused about what was expected
of me most of the time.

Have less group work, it was extremely difficult and complicated to work with other students given the new online system and the
pressures of the coronavirus.

no comment

I would post all of the modules ahead of time so students would not just have less an a week to look over and complete certain
assignments.

Nothing.

I would have more details in the PowerPoints to help with the quizzes. The layout could be overwhelming so maybe a different
structure would be helpful.

I would organize the assignments, discussion and modules in a better way.

I would combine assignments so that students do not have to do very similar tasks at different times. Additionally, I would open up
assignments and Modules 1 month earlier in case students want to get ahead.

Have a more streamlined process of handing things in from the start–– have groups somehow more integrated into the course
modules / use a Drive from the beginning

nothing

I would be more clear on my instructions.

Please make the dataset available at the beginning of the semester; this would make the class much easier in terms of the paper,
since we wouldn't need to scramble for proxy variables that don't make much sense

I would try making some aspects of class synchronous.

Overall, just the setup of creating a hypothesis based on having the HBSC dataset available to us prior.

I would separately grade students on their contributions to the group work. I do not think it is fair for students to not contribute and
penalize an entire group for it.

Nothing!

The class was very disorganized. My group members and I rarely knew what the assignment was, and how to do it. We had to reach
out to the instructor several times in order to understand what the assignment even was. However, I would have liked to have a
structure in the class. Some exams/assignments were so confusing I was just staring at them for a while to understand what is
going on.

Less group work, much less.

If I would do anything different, I would initially make a mandatory meeting for students at the beginning of the semester. This way,
students will have less questions and more answers regarding how having a good understanding of SPSS will make their course
work less stressful. For example, I finally understood what variable I should have used much too late. If each student is on the
same page from the very beginning, it will alleviate a lot of busy work professors must handle throughout the duration of the course.

easier work

nothing

Be a little more elaborate on the instructions for the group discussion forums

n/a

Not sure to be honest.
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In what ways, if any, has this course or the instructor Debra Borie-Holtz encouraged your intellectual
growth and progress?

These comments are unique to the instructor Debra Borie-Holtz.

Comments

adding her own personal instructional videos

Prof. Borie–Holtz was very friendly and helpful. She gave good advice on the assignments and was always available for help.

This course has taught me how to use research engines and how to properly interpret data.

All lecture slides and voice overs were very organized and clearly explained what we needed to learn and how to work with specific
software.

The assignments were hard to understand, as was the actual material/content. The class was disorganized and there was no
proper guidance/direction.

Showed the power of data.

It made me question society and the way we research everything, this was eye opening and really great to see. Asking good
questions and how to conduct surveys are really interesting, I never knew there were so many different methods.

Professor Borie–Holtz was a great professor and was always accessible to her students. She made Research methods interesting
and fun

She was an amazing professor and helped every student to succeed! Her feedback was always helpful and helped us improve.

So much help was given when needed, which helped me stay focused throughout the course.

Organize all the assignments.

The way Canvas was set up was very confusing and difficult to find information. It was organized but in a complicated way that made
it more difficult.

Dr Borie Holtz is one of the best professors at Rutgers –– she encourages you to really think outside of the box and apply the
course requirements and what you learn to the world around you. The methods you learn in this course are applicable to the world
and especially to the realm of public health and policy, and she inspires you to learn to use these tools to think about ways to view
and change things at a systemic level. Overall an accomplished and amazing professor with unique insights.

After seeing our final paper, I thought about all the progress we made in regards to conceptualizing and understanding statistical
research.

To developing the first blocks to becoming a good researcher.

Professor Borie–Holtz offered extensive office hours appointments, was receptive to questions, and gave personalized feedback to
students.

When I made mistakes on assignments, she allowed me to correct them and answered all of my questions in detail. Her
powerpoints and other materials allow for the class to be engaging even online

By leaving us to do the work almost solo, leaving it up to students to figure out issues, should they arise, which they generally did.

Aside from professor Holtz reaching out to each student regarding questions about the final paper, I had not once contacted the
actual professor. Hence, there was no need to bother the professor considering how helpful Alexa was! I emailed Alexa with all of
my questions and concerns and she was happy to respond promptly to limit my confusion. Alexa is a gem and I feel as though my
experience in this course would have not been as great without her assistance.

In the attitude and the way, she communicated, very friendly and encouraging. Also, the extra resources she provided and the
additional meeting times. A very great professor makes things understandable and has an amazing disposition.

Helped me increase my knowledge on SPSS
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Other comments or suggestions:

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

group work was a struggle and I felt like I did a bulk of the work and facilitating my group members to get things done.

Overall great class and I learnt a lot more than I expected! Professor and TA answered any questions and concerns really effectively
which really helped.

I liked the weekly quizzes and assignments because they served as checkpoints that build up to the final project/paper.

the very disorganized course. always had to email and chase them down for clarification

The TA Alexa was absolutely amazing and she is the reason that any of us were able to get through this course. She was so helpful.
She did more of the teaching and helping than the professor and deserves all the credit for students doing well in this course. She
was super responsive and went out of her way to help us out. I thoroughly appreciated her!

Alexa was a great help in this class.

Instead of group work, do weekly discussions that revolve around the lesson plan (e.g., present an article/ current event and have a
discussion board). Group work for this class was very stressful because if one person messed up the whole group was penalized.
If the point of group work was to encourage students to connect, have the TA create a GroupMe group chat on the first day of the
course for the class– that way the students can genuinely connect.

no comment

Thank you so much for everything this semester especially considering the situation we are all currently facing.

Starting with SPSS earlier and talking more about broader policy implications

Earlier understanding of the variables and specifications of working with our specific dataset

You and Alexa were so sweet and passionate about helping us do well in class! Thank you for all the time and effort you both put
into the class although it was all virtual.

I have learned a great deal from this course and plan to apply what I have learned to do more research in the future. Thank you.

If the instructions were more thorough, I would be more capable of receiving a better grade.

...

This is the first course that I was able to reach out to a graduate student instead of merely one professor. In my opinion, this made
getting my questions answered more lackadaisical and less worrisome. For instance, Alexa is a fellow student just like us; so I
thought her "two cents" and advice carried superior weight. In other words, Alexa was able to compare with my worries and
reassure that it will be ok. The fact that Alexa has been in the same shoes as us and is able to compare made her remarks vital &
credible.

none

n/a

Keep making the videos for SPSS, I found them very helpful.
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