
The Student Instructional Ratings Surveys should be considered within the context of the global health emergency. Rutgers University
has decided that some instructors have flexibility in choosing whether to include the Spring 2021 SIRS results in promotion and
rehiring materials. Details may vary by campus, rank, or position; please confer with your department chair for more information. 
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Research Methods - 10:775:395:91
Survey Form: *Standard SIRS

Enrollment: 22
Responses Received: 19
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Special University-wide Questions for Spring 2021

Due to the challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic, three additional questions were added to the Spring 2021 survey. 

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

Given the content and level of the course, the course workload
was manageable.

0 2 2 10 4 18 3.89 3.90 3.86 4.20

The course site used for this course, whether in Canvas, Sakai, or
Blackboard, was well organized.

1 5 4 5 4 19 3.32 3.63 3.59 4.20

The instructions given for assignments, exams, quizzes, and
other course activities were clear and easy to understand.

1 5 4 5 4 19 3.32 3.27 3.24 3.97

University-wide Instructor Questions

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz was prepared for class and
presented the material in an organized manner.

0 3 4 7 5 19 3.74 3.87 3.76 4.30

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz responded effectively to student
comments and questions.

0 1 3 6 9 19 4.21 4.10 3.96 4.29

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz generated interest in the course
material.

0 1 5 6 7 19 4.00 3.90 3.81 4.20

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz had a positive attitude toward
assisting all students in understanding course material.

0 0 5 4 10 19 4.26 4.30 4.14 4.42

The instructor Debra Borie-Holtz assigned grades fairly. 0 1 5 3 10 19 4.16 4.05 3.97 4.30

The instructional methods of Debra Borie-Holtz encouraged
student learning.

0 2 5 5 7 19 3.89 3.81 3.71 4.17

Teaching Effectiveness

Weight of responses: 1=P (Poor), 2=F (Fair), 3=A (Average), 4=G (Good), 5=E (Excellent), Resp=Number of Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

P F A G E Resp Section Course Level Dept

I rate the teaching effectiveness of the instructor Debra Borie-Holtz as: 0 1 5 7 5 18 3.89 3.81 3.71 4.19

University-wide Course Questions

Weight of responses: 1=SD (Strongly Disagree), 2=D (Disagree), 3=N (Neutral), 4=A (Agree), 5=SA (Strongly Agree), Resp=Number of
Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

SD D N A SA Resp Section Course Level Dept

I learned a great deal in this course. 1 2 8 7 1 19 3.26 3.57 3.49 3.94

I had a strong prior interest in the subject matter and wanted to
take this course.

2 9 2 4 1 18 2.61 3.00 2.93 3.48
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Course Quality

Weight of responses: 1=P (Poor), 2=F (Fair), 3=A (Average), 4=G (Good), 5=E (Excellent), Resp=Number of Student Responses
Weighted Means: Section, Course, Level, Department

P F A G E Resp Section Course Level Dept

I rate the overall quality of the course as: 1 4 4 5 5 19 3.47 3.49 3.40 4.01

What do you like best about this course?

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

I liked that we got to work in groups on various interesting topics.

I thought the structure of the quizzes was usually very clear and helpful. I also thought the workload each week was manageable,
and I really appreciated the Ask a Question forums and how helpful Jess, Alexa, and Professor Borie–Holtz were.

I like that it is organized so it allowed me to plan my week accordingly. Also it had a fair distribution of things to be graded on.

The way everything was paced was very manageable! I liked the way the module finals were set up as well.

The TA and Professor led submission videos because sometimes I was really lost and the videos helped stay on course

Nothing

The final modules were very interesting to me because we were able to wrap up material from each portion of the semester and
apply the information in a unique way.

It taught me a lot how to use SPSS.

I liked the fun games we had for assignments

If you were teaching this course, what would you do differently?

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

I would make the class a little less confusing while navigating on canvas and have a consistent due date

I would make the instructions more clear. I would also explain grades better when asked for explanations on why certain points
were taken off.

I think the instructions were a bit unclear at times, and there were still certain concepts that I had trouble understanding by the end
(specifically, the difference between two variables being independent and two variables not having a significant correlation). I think I
was also a bit confused at first regarding whether a bivariate and a crosstab referred to the same thing, since they appeared to be
two separate options in SPSS.

I would just make the assignments more clear. I think when you have to go through a few links to figure out the assignment it is
complicated and makes it take longer.

I would stick to one due date (Sundays at 8pm). I understand as to why others were needed, but it highly confused many students
and caused complications.

I think clarification between covariate and being the dependent variable or independent variable would make it easier.

Change the whole structure of the course

Perhaps I would structure the class groups in a different way so that we were meeting with the TAs more often.

I would provide clearer instructions with the labs because they can be a bit confusing at times so I would just make them more
descriptive.

Sometimes deadlines were a bit confusing as was the course site

Make labs less intensive and have better user learning for SPSS as many students have not worked with this program before and
the rutgers virtual lab was faulty and not always working in many cases erasing or cause if work to be lost.
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In what ways, if any, has this course or the instructor Debra Borie-Holtz encouraged your intellectual
growth and progress?

These comments are unique to the instructor Debra Borie-Holtz.

Comments

I know how to perform research and data analysis

The instructional videos and real–time feedback during quizzes were all very helpful and interesting. Before this semester, I didn't
expect to enjoy this course as much as I did. Learning how to use SPSS and present statistical data was actually pretty fun, and I
learned more about my own interest in statistics through this course.

My only criticism is Lab 11 and 10. Everyone did it wrong because I do not believe the assignment was clear. I think we should have
had an opportunity to redo it for points. The final is also confusing in format alittle.

Did a good job explaining things in a simple way.

the audio messages sure helped

The organization of the class was questionable. Never got the modules uploaded on time, sometimes they were uploaded 2 days
late.

This course definitely helped me remain organized this semester and also helped me learn about the basics of researching.
Professor Borie–Holtz and the TAs structured this class in a way so that we were constantly using and reinforcing material from
previous weeks.

A lot of the quizzes and labs were built off of each other so it was effective in progressing through the material and learning a lot
each week

check up emails were sent out to us individually which was a nice gesture

She was always helpful and checking in via email!

The instructor reached out to be of any assistance which was helpful and encouraging throughout the semester as this course is
difficult.

Other comments or suggestions:

These comments are intended for all instructors.

Comments

Just maybe add all the information for the assignments/labs under one link! It is complicated to go through multiple links.

Thank you! :)

a history of previous years hypothesis statements with logic would be great — it’s good for students to see how past students
thought process was — and ultimately improve on the same topic ideas with the HSBC data sets

Google drive is a good thing and should keep!

n/a

Labs should be explained clearly and students shouldn’t be penalized for formatting on a draft being that it is a draft and formatting
is often changed.
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