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discussion with me in which she asked me about my passions and goals. After speaking with me, she 

said it was clear that I wanted to enroll in the Ecology graduate degree and gave me nothing but 

encouragement. Even last month, as I struggled to find time to write my thesis, she offered to take on 

my workload for a week (on top of her already burdensome workload) just so I could have a few days to 

write my thesis. As if I needed another example, it demonstrated that she cared about my success not 

just our joint research projects, but about my life goals and success overall. Throughout our many work 

and non-work related discussions in the past four years, she has been a source of inspiration and 

knowledge that has been unmatched during that time period. 

To close, I cannot truly express how wonderful my time spent with Dr. Barie-Holtz has been. I owe 

where I am in my professional life right now to her, and it was all because she took a chance on her 

student and gave me the opportunity to succeed. 

If you would like to speak further with me about Dr. Barie-Holtz, please feel free to contact me. Thank 

you for the opportunity to provide my endorsement of Dr. Debra Barie-Holtz. 

Joseph 

MS
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